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Dear Barry, 
 
SPENDING REVIEW 2010 EVIDENCE BASE: CAPITAL EXPENDITURE AT FORTH 
ESTUARY TRANSPORT AUTHORITY (FETA) 
 
Over the last twelve months we have discussed in some detail FETA’s future programmes, 
including the capital programme, and you have already provided much valuable information 
to support and explain those plans.  We are due to meet shortly to consider the capital 
programme in the formal context of the UK Government’s upcoming Comprehensive 
Spending Review (CSR).  This note gives additional background to this crucial exercise, as 
well as outlining the information I would ask you to provide in support of FETA’s capital 
funding requirements once we have met. 
 
It is clear that the next UK Spending Review, which will be published in the autumn, will 
deliver substantial real terms reductions in what is known as overall Departmental 
Expenditure Limits (DEL) for almost every part of government.  This will require the Scottish 
Government to ensure the effectiveness of public spending in Scotland, and to ensure 
effective prioritisation of that spend.  The Scottish Government is applying a structured and 
transparent process through standardised templates to assess the prospects for capital 
spending.   
 
A timetable is attached at Annex A which sets out the steps that should be taken to help 
prepare a robust evidence base on capital spending for the next CSR.   
 
The general outlook for the public finances 
 
I would encourage you to take full account of the outlook for the public finances as you 
prepare the evidence base on capital spending in your area.  Across the Scottish 
Government and Transport Scotland, spending proposals will need to be informed by the 
reality of the coming constraints on the public finances.  That in turn will provide Ministers 
with the robust evidence that they need to help prioritise and allocate scarce capital budgets. 
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ANNEX A. TIMETABLE FOR EVIDENCE GATHERING ON CAPITAL 
 

 

Timing Phase 

Tuesday 6 July  Commissioning letter outlining the proposed process 

Friday 9 July FETA and Transport Scotland Officials meet to determine 
evidence that will best support funding requirements 

Wednesday 14 July  Submission by FETA of evidence and completed template 

Thursday 15 July Transport Scotland to confirm evidence provided is satisfactory or 
seek further clarification if necessary 

Friday 16 July Submission of evidence base by Transport Scotland  

  

  

 
 
 




